
Saturday, December 3  
Walk to Emmaus Christ-
mas Ultreya 7:00 p.m.  
 
Wednesday, December 7  
Chili Cook -off 6:00 p.m.  
Hands -on CPR 7:00 p.m.  
 
Sunday, December 11  
Amazing Grace Seminar  
11:00 a.m.  
 
Sunday, December 18  
New Member Class  
11:00 a.m.  
 
Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Services 7:00 
p.m. and 11:00 p.m.  
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O 
ne of our treasured traditions 
at BCUMC is Alternative Giv-

ing at Christmas time. This is a great 

way to give a gift and help a needy 

organization at the same time! Alter-
native Giving is donating money to a 
worthy organization in honor of a fami-
ly member or friend. When you make a 
donation, you will be provided with a 
gift tag to give to the recipient with 
information about the charity and   

explaining that a donation was made in 
their name. The Alternative Giving  
table will be in the narthex after wor-
ship on Sunday, December 4, 11, and 
18.  
This yearôs organizations you can 

donate to are:  
 

BCUMC Helping Hand Fund  
When those in need come to Bear 

Creek for assistance with food, gaso-
line, utilities, rent or even school sup-
plies, it is Bear Creek's Helping Hand 

Fund that offers aid. The aid is directed 
by church staff and gift cards are given 
to purchase food and gas, or payments 
are made directly to utilities or land-
lords. It is the generosity of the folks 
of Bear Creek UMC that supports the 
Helping Hand Fund since it receives no 

funds from the general operating 
budget.  

 
Samaritan Counseling Center of 

North Puget Sound (SCC)  
SCC offers professional faith -

integrated counseling to all in the com-
munity, regardless of their faith affilia-
tion or ability to pay full fees. Your 
gifts allow SCC to continue this minis-
try by allowing them to reach out into 
our community to bring healing to the 
broken and suffering.  

 
 
 
 

Country Doc/Free Teen Clinic  
This free medical clinic for home-

less youth is run by volunteer staff and 

physicians through the University of 

Washington. It is solely dependent on 
donations for all the medical needs of 
the youth, including prescriptions, lab 
tests and other needed medical sup-
plies.  

 
UMCOR (United Methodist Commit-

tee on Relief)  
UMCORôs mission is to alleviate 

human suffering ðwhether caused by 
war, conflict, or natural disaster ðwith 
open minds and hearts to all people. 
Currently, they have active relief mis-

sions in over 100 countries. You don't 
often hear about their work, because 

their full administrative budget is col-
lected once yearly on One Day of Giv-
ing. Outside of that one day, 100% of 
donations to UMCOR go toward the 
mission work.  

 
Habitat for Humanity  

This organization works in partner-
ship with low income families in our 
area and throughout the world for   
affordable housing. For some working 
families this is the only way they will 

be able to own a home. Their mission 
is ñto empower families, build commu-
nity and create hope through an      
aggressive home building ministry.ò  

Your donation will help purchase land 
and needed supplies for future home -

building projects.  
 
Please consider giving an alterna-

tive Christmas gift to the special peo-
ple on your list this year. This would be 
a great gift for family, neighbors, 
teachers, and co -workers. What a 

wonderful way to honor and celebrate 
the birth of Jesus!  

 
 

Give an alternative Christmas gift this year!  
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Weôre ñbuilding the next generationò 

D 
ear Bearcreekians:  
I hope you all had a wonder-

ful Thanksgiving, celebrating with 
family and friends and sharing 

things for which you are thankful.  
Now, we move into that won-

derful Christmas season, sharing 
with others the things for which 
we are grateful. You may have 
noticed something missing from 
this holiday season ðthe 

ñtraditionalò annual pledge cam-
paign, where we ask you to re-
commit your time, talent, and dol-
lars to BCUMC. Nope, it didnôt get 
lost in the holiday shuffle, rather 
we have great things planned and 

are gearing up to let you know all 
about them.  
Youôll be hearing about a new 

program manager (a position we 
voted to add to our staff earlier 
this year).  

 

Youôll be hearing about new 
programs and opportunities for 
you to get involved and make a 
difference.  

Youôll be hearing about our 
plan to  build the next genera-
tion . Weôre in the final planning 
stages now, and hope to start 
providing you with a lot more in-
formation in January, 2012, and 
letting you know how you can be 

part of this amazing opportunity.  
Until then, however, we need 

to keep the building heated, pay 
our wonderful staff, cover the 
mortgage, and pay all those pesky 
bills that keep popping up. As you 

may be aware, we have exhausted 
all of our operating reserves, and 
while weôve paid all the bills up to 
now, itôs been VERY TIGHT. So, 
weôre asking just a few things of 
you:  

 

If you havenôt yet, please 
bring your 2011 commitment cur-
rent.  

Consider some additional end -of

- the -year giving to BCUMC (or 
other causes of your choice ð
itôs a great tax deduction! 

Going into 2012 (and until you 
recommit with the 2012 ñBuild 
the Next Generationò cam-
paign), please maintain (and 

preferably increase) your giv-
ing levels. Weôll have added 
expenses for our new program 
manager starting soon, and 
weôll need to cover his or her 
salary.  

BCUMC is a wonderful meta-
family that truly makes a differ-
ence with our worship, study, and 
service. We appreciate your par-
ticipation in all the things we do!  
 

Ellen Boyer  
Finance Committee Chair  

Pastor³s Mumblings 

Dear Bearcreekians,  

For those of you not in wor-
ship on Sunday, November 27, the 
first Sunday of Advent, you 
missed some excitement. Some-

one wrote graffiti messages to us 
on the outside of the newly paint-
ed building. We were the only 
church in the area targeted. There 
was no foul language and the 
thoughts were a coherent chal-
lenge to our Christian faith that 

love is more powerful than vio-
lence from someone professing to 
be a follower of Odin, the Norse 
equivalent of Thor.  

They didnôt convince me, but I 
was glad to have a chance to do 
an extemporaneous sermon, my 
first ever. You can hear the ser-

mon by going to our website: 
www.bcumc.org . 

As Gandhi said, ñIf everyone 
practices an eye for an eye, we 
would soon all be blind.ò And as a 
follower of Jesus, I am convinced 
his journey through the cross and 

Godôs response in the resurrection 

clearly indicates that God agrees 
that loving our enemies is 
strength, truth and the ultimate 
victory. Paulôs message to the Ro-

man Empire, which believed vio-
lence was a necessary tool for 
peace, was that in the foolishness 
of the cross was the salvation of 
the world. As we prepare our-
selves in Advent for Christmas, no 
clearer contrast can be drawn be-

tween the way of the world and 
the way of Jesus.  

Bill Hoppe spoke well for us 
when he posted on his Facebook 
page the following:  

To the person (or persons) 
who vandalized my church yester-
day: thanks for taking the time to 
express your point of view and 

opinions. I wish that you had 
stopped by to talk with us in per-
son, or simply sent us an email, 
instead of using our building as 
your canvas by spray -painting 
graffiti all across the front. You left 
no doubt as to your feelings, but 

they, along with your insults, are 

hardly original. Unlike you, I feel 
no compulsion to destroy or     
deface the property of those I dis-
agree with, or even to retaliate in 

kind. Instead, I feel honored that 
you made us the target of your 
misguided anger. And though you 
called us "weak," there are none 
so strong as those who are unjust-
ly struck on one side of the face, 
yet willingly offer the other side to 

be struck by their antagonist. We 
are unafraid, yet you can't face 

your own fears, except by lashing 
out at what you don't understand. 
There's nothing mysterious or hid-
den about us. We're simply a com-

munity of flawed and imperfect 
people who believe that light is 
greater than darkness and that 
love conquers all. You're welcome 
to visit us again, and again and 
again, but next time, just walk in 
the front door and enjoy our hos-

pitality.  

And one last thing: Matthew 
5:11 -12.  

Shalom, Dave O  

http://www.bcumc.org


Bear Fax Page 3 

J 
oin other laypeople at 

BCUMC and sign up for  

Stephen Ministry training. Stephen 

Ministry training consists of 50 

hours of Biblically -based, psycho-

logically -sound, enjoyable training 

in Christian caregiving.  

After training is complete, 

each Stephen Minister will be able 

to provide Christ -centered care to 

hurting people once a week. For 

more information about Stephen 

Ministry, contact Antoinette Ward 

at amwrn@aol.com.  

Is Stephen Ministry for you?  

Christmas Ultreya 
"Ultreya" is a Spanish word, derived from the original Latin, meaning Onward! 

It was in common use by pilgrims to greet and to encourage one another along the way. 

For all members of the  

Walk to Emmaus and  

Chrysalis communities 
 

December 3, 2011 

7:00 · 9:00 p.m. 

Bear Creek UMC 

For more information, to bring refreshments, or let us know that you 

need babysitting, please contact Joan Pierce at jpierce622@aol.com. 
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Hands - Only CPR  
Wednesday, December 7  

7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

American Heart Association's  

new technique for bystanders  
 

"This new CPR technique simplifies the act of saving the life  

of a person who suffers a sudden cardiac arrest."  

 

Almost 80 percent of out -of -hospital cardiac arrests occur at home and are witnessed by a family 
member. Only 6.4 percent of sudden cardiac arrest victims survive, because the vast majority of those wit-
nessing the arrest do not know how to perform CPR. This new CPR method is simple to use, easy to      
remember and, most importantly, can save lives. Participants will have the opportunity to tour the Medic 
One Aid vehicle after the class. This class is appropriate for the entire family.  

No registration necessary. Child care is available upon request.  

Everyone is invited to a chili cook - off at 6:00 p.m.!  

Come vote for the best chili!  

(A good -will offering will be accepted for dinner.)  

Children young and old gathered to listen to Pastor Dave read Christmas stories to close the 

hugely successful Advent Festival on Sunday, November 27.  


