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Advent Festival iIs December 6

Supper, crafts, music for everyone starting at 5:00 p.m.

Come and Prepare!
All are welcome!

Invite your friends and neighbors

Enjoy a warm
soup and salad dinner

Bring some Christmas
cookies to share

Make some Advent crafts.
Visit the Alternative Giving Table

Write notes to our
college students

Enjoy music and singing
Be serenaded by the youth

Bring your camera!

Festival Activities

College Care Packages

Origami Boxes with
Christmas Coupons

Christmas Napkin Rings
Snowflake Cutting
Halos
Terra Cotta Angels
Christmas Gift Tags
Photo Nativity Area
Nativity Star Magnet
Build —a-Bird
“Nutterbutter” Reindeers
Advent Devotionals

Advent Logs

Suggested donation:
$3 per person or $10 per family

(Vespers follows at 8:00 p.m.)
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Saturday, December 5
Emmaus Christmas Ultreya
7:00

Sunday, December 6
Advent Festival

Sunday, December 6
Advent Festival 5:00 p.m.
Vespers 8:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Lessons & Carols 7:30 pm
Lessons & Carols 11:00 pm
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PASTOR’S MUMBLINGS

D ear Bearcreekians,

Last year | was the Grinch
who cancelled Christmas Eve at
Bear Creek. | didn't really cancel
it; | cancelled our observation be-
cause of severe weather. It was
the first time in 32 years of my
pastoral ministry that | had done
such a thing. It was hard to do,
especially the Unrehearsed Christ-
mas Pageant. But God always
makes lemonade out of lemons.

We rescheduled the pageant
for the Sunday following Christ-
mas. Those blessed to be present
recognized what a great gift from
God and a worship highlight of the
year this became. Our children,
children who came for the holiday,
and even a couple of VBS children
gave us the true meaning of
Christmas. So, as the Worship
Committee looked to this Christ-
mas, we decided that we would do
itagain. The Unrehearsed
Christmas Pageant will be on

Sunday, December 27, at 9:30
a.m.

Our custom has been to have
a traditional Christmas Eve Wor-
ship at 11:00 p.m. This is a cus-
tom much loved by many Bear-
creekians. With the lessons, carols
and special music, it is a warm
way to welcome the baby Christ.
And when we conclude singing
“Silent Night” and see the reflec-
tion of our candles in the light
cloud overhead, the presence of
God is strong. We will continue
this tradition.

Because we moved the Unre-
hearsed Pageant to Sunday morn-
ing, an opportunity is created to
reach out with an earlier Christ-
mas Eve worship to our friends,
family and neighbors. Knowing
that folks who don’t usually attend
worship often look for a place to
celebrate Christmas Eve, and that
the most popular time for these
folks, particularly those with chil-

dren, is between 7:00 and 8:00
p.m., we are offering Christmas
Eve worship at 7:30 p.m. as
well.

We will advertise all three
events with a banner and on our
website. These places are where
strangers (soon to become
friends) first look. The most effec-
tive invitations come from you. Do
you know someone new to the
area, a neighbor? Do you have
family visiting, a friend that might
like a place to sing carols and
thank God? Then your personal
invitation will be welcomed.

And don't forget “Doable
Evangelism.” Watch people around
you, offer an unauthorized (or
guerilla) prayer for any needs you
observe, and listen to lives of
those around you. God will do the
rest, even leading folks to Christ-
mas Eve.

Shalom,
Dave O

Unrehearsed Christmas Pageant
old, something new

hen last year’s weather
caused us to cancel
worship on Christmas Eve, a new
thing was born —the Unrehearsed
Christmas Pageant on Sunday
morning. It was a hit, and so we
are repeating what we enjoyed.

For those of you unfamiliar
with the Unrehearsed Pageant it
is exactly what it says it is,
“unrehearsed.”

On Sunday, December 27,
children wishing to participate in
the pageant should arrive at 9:00
a.m. to select a costume (use one

of ours or bring your own). We
have had not only the traditional
figures and animals of Christmas;
we have also had Santa Claus and
Spider Man visit baby Jesus.

At 9:30 a.m. worship begins,
and the children stay with guiding
adults.

During worship we read por-
tions of the beloved story from
Matthew and Luke, sing related
and much -loved Christmas carols,
and then watch the children enter
as the story unfolds.

—something

Dave O’s advice? Don't miss
it. Bring your children, or any
child you know, to enlarge the

joy.
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WORSHIP

Join us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Make worship a regular part of your life of discipleship. Whether the music is loud or soft, the ser

mon good or bad, our

worship of God with our brother and sister disciples of Jesus will be just right.

ecember 6 —2nd Sunday af Advent
“Preparing the Way”

John the Baptist comes preaching “Prepare Ye
the Way.” How do we prepare for the baby savior
to be born among us?

Luke 3:1 -6
Advent Festival 5:00 p.m.
Vespers 8:00 p.m. Luke 1:5 -24
ecember 13 —3rd Sunday of Advent

“Water and Fire”

The Christian Life is a life that is in constant
change. Without that change, we have nothing to
offer the world except more of the same broken
promises and failed loves. By the fire of Christ we
are refined to the gold of our creation.

Luke 3:7 -18

D ecember 20 —4th Sunday of Advent

“Mother to Mother”

Two mothers, kin to each other and both
pregnant, meet and spend three months
together. Their sons will both be executed. And
their sons will be God’s instruments of salvation.
I would like to have been there.

Luke 1:39 -56

ecember 25 —Christmas Eve

Traditional Lessons, Carols and
Candlelight Service
7:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

Both Christmas Eve services will tell the story
and feature a variety of special music, concluding
with “Silent Night” to candlelight.

D ecember 27
mas Day

Unrehearsed Christmas Pageant

—1st Sunday after Christ-

Children gather to select costumes and parts
at 9:00 a.m.
Pageant starts at 9:30 a.m.

Children will re  -enact the story of Jesus’
birth. Every child who wants to participate is
invited. It truly is unrehearsed and captures well
the spontaneity of Christmas.

PASTOR’S MUMBLINGS PART Il

D ear Bearcreekians again,

Please keep in mind and
prayer our year of Spiritual
Renewal. The Cultural Renewal
Task Force, under the care of Jim
Morris, is seeking a broad discus-
sion of God’s purpose in us (our
Mission), what, unfolded, that
purpose will look like in the years
to come (our Vision), and how we
love each other on the way (our
Shared Values).

Those you have chosen to be
your trusted servants continue to
make improvements, guided by
God and your advice, in our pro-
grams, such Family Fun Day
events, offering ourselves more
effectively to Community Program
participants; better banners and
communication; and improve-
ments and experiments in wor-
ship. Whenever you get a chance,
thank and pray for the servant
leaders of Bear Creek.

And pray for me, your pastor.
I, too, need continued spiritual
renewal. | will be going on a
Silence Retreat December 16  -18
to review with God my role as
pastor with you. Pray that God
works in me through the Holy
Spirit and Sister Lucy, my Spiri-
tual Director, for God’s purposes.

Shalom, Dave O
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SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

Are our mission, vision and values relevant?

I n the nearly 20 years that
we have been meeting as a
congregation, and the over 10
years that we have been in our
building, we have evolved as a
congregation and as disciples of
Christ. Our Mission, Vision and
Values (MVV) are unchanged!

Are they still relevant, or do
they need to be revised as we look
toward the future? On October 4
we started the conversation about
our MVV by exploring our diversity
and how we can use it as a gift to
grow personally and as a congre-
gation; by exploring what was
important to us about our MVV;
and finally, by exploring what we
might want to change in our MVV.

Since then, we have formed a
Cultural Renewal Task Force to
lead us in the exploration of our
MVV. Members of the Task Force
are Lorena Oblander, Marcia
Gordon, Joanne Wright, Ernie Wil -

son, Ted Smith, Mona
Charlton, Andrew
Walsh and Jim Morris.
As we thought about
our MVV, some basic
questions arose:

1. We have been
meeting for nearly 20
years as a congregation and have
been in this building for over 10
years. What do we want the con-
gregation to look like in another
10 years?

2. Do our MVV support the
ideal developed in Question 1? Are
our MVV about the right length,
about the right content, and about
the right focus?

3. Do you have any recom-
mended changes to our MVV?

4. What are the actionable
things we can do and best prac-
tices that we can implement to
make the ideal come true?

5. What does our
church offer to you
and our community
today?

The Task Force would
like everyone in the
congregation to get
involved in this discus-
sion in whatever way you feel
comfortable. We will be having
monthly Sunday morning discus-
sion groups, asking existing small
groups to have a discussion, pro-
viding an individual feedback
mechanism on the web page, and
sending out e -mails to ask for
input. In April we will hold an all -
congregation meeting to review
the results and potential changes
to our MVV.

We ask each of you to be part
of developing the view of BCUMC
in 10 years, the impact on our
MVV and what each of us can do
to become better disciples.

Hey, Scottie...beam me up to EFT

Ready or not—Bear Creek
UMC is moving into the
21st century! We have now

adopted a giving option that may

be more convenient for many of

you —Electronic Funds Transfer
(EFT) Program.

Say it's not true . Ohyes, it
is true! It will work in the same
manner as programs offered by
the local gas and electric compa-

nies. You can choose a donation
frequency and indicate the
amount that you would like to
contribute for each of our major
funds as well as specialized funds.

Funds can be automatically
deducted from your checking or
savings account or your credit
card. You can sign up on the
church website. Just click on the
DONATION  button or fill out an

authorization form, which is avail-
able from the church office.

We are using Vanco Services,
which is the preferred provider of
the United Methodist Church.
They have a system which is easy
to use and provides full confiden-
tiality of your giving.

For more informatione  -mail
or talk to Jim Morris ( jmorrismac2
@aol.com ).

Adult nursery worker needed

CUMC is looking for a new

employee to provide a
safe, nurturing, and orderly envi-
ronment for all children brought to
the nursery on Sunday mornings
and Wednesday evenings.

Candidates must be 18 years
old and out of high school to fill
this position.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more, or know of someone

who is, | would appreciate hearing
from you!

Contact Tresje Seeley at
425.788.7077 or  tresje@comcast.

net.
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AIDS: No cure yet, but hope abounds

W e shared the bench seat
of an old Ford Fairlane
that carefree bicentennial summer

in the nation’s capitol, top down,
Fleetwood Mac 8 -track blaring —
Bret, Greg and me. Together

again, cruising past the White
House 18 years later, we spied a
familiar candle -carrying crowd and
paused at the sign proclaiming
“World AIDS Day”. We didn’t know

it had a special day, but we knew
AIDS. Five months later, AIDS

took Bret's life

That World AIDS Day 1994,
the world mourned nearly one mil-
lion AIDS deaths. HIV infection
rates were doubling each year,
and few political leaders, let alone
churches, publicly mentioned the
word “AIDS.” Yet, hope was lit by
the rapid development of various
treatments and advances in pre-
vention and early detection, and
AZT was found to reduce mother
to -child HIV transmission.

Over the past 15 years, a tre-
mendous push for simpler, less
expensive and more easily acces-
sible testing and treatment regi-
mens helped developed countries
reach a point where most
(including my friend, Greg) now
treat HIV as a chronic condition.
There is still no cure for HIV/AIDS,
but with something tangible to
attain, hope has fuel to spread
through the developing world.

In 2004 the UM Global AIDS
Fund set an ambitious goal to
raise and distribute $8 million to
provide HIV/AIDS education and
advocacy, care for orphaned chil-
dren and those living with HIV/
AIDS. To date, almost $3 million
in grants have been awarded to
fund more than 120 AIDS  -related
projects in Africa, Asia, Latin
American and the Caribbean, with
work conducted through churches,
hospitals, community programs
and peer -to-peer. In addition,
25% of every contribution to the
UM Global AIDS Fund is retained
by the donor’s local conference for
use in local or international con-
ference -sponsored HIV/AIDS pro-
jects.

Posted on our Missions bulletin
board is amid -year report from
Donald Messer, UM Global AIDS
Fund Chairperson. It shares data
on grants awarded in the fund’s
first three years and expressions
of gratitude from beneficiaries,
including a 14 -year -old Kenyan
girl who lost both parents to AIDS:
“I am very thankful for school
fees, mattresses, blankets, food
and spiritual support. God bless
you for your kindness and mercies
toward our family.”

Despite progress, there
remain 33.2 million people living
with HIV/AIDS and 2.5 million
newly infected each year. They
have reason for hope, yet AIDS
holds a stigma that too frequently
causes victims to suffer great
indignities and discrimination. In
many countries, the affected are
still isolated from traditional care

and must rely on the mercy of
strangers.

The 2008 General Conference
reaffirmed the importance of the
UM Global AIDS Fund by extend-
ing its Advance #982345 to raise
$8M by 2012. This World AIDS
Day, ask how you feel called to
respond to the AIDS crisis upon
hearing Micah declare,  “What does
the Lord require of you, but to do
justice, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with your
God.” (Micah 6:8)

Tracy Daugherty
The Body of Christ Has AIDS

The Body of Christ has AIDS
and we who are members
are called to heal it.

Unto the least of these.

Feed the hungry —
hungry for food,
hungry for hope,
hungry for love.

Clothe the naked -
the naked body,
the naked heart,
the naked soul.

Heal the sick

with love and care and hope.

The Body of Christ has AIDS
and we are called to heal it.
We are not called to turn our

backs.
We are not called to cross to
the other side.
We are not called to blame the
sick for their disease.
We are called to heal.
Unto the least of these.
Unto the sickest of these.
Is it not we who will be dying
if we do not?

Peggy Jo Skill Alive Now!
Jan/Feb, 1993

MWBC

December 2
Tuna Casserole

Il are welcome to midweek dinners at Bear
Creek UMC. Watch your Tuesday e

-mails

for more December menus!

December 9

Meatloaf, Mac & Cheese

0822.

Like to cook? Contact Ellen McKee at 425.822.




PAGE 6

DECEMBER 2009

TRUSTEES

Compost, recycle or throw away? Here’s help!

he Board of Trustees

would like to clarify the
BCUMC recycling processes and
guidelines. As you know, recycling
is both an economic benefit to the
church as well as an example of
our being good stewards of the
earth we live in.

We have three kinds of dis-
posal:

Cedar Grove Composting.
This is the commercial equivalent
of the residential yard waste. We
may compost acceptable paper
plates and cups, napkins, paper

tents are recycled into compost for

Clean paper, plastic containers
marked with a 1, 2 or 5, clean
cardboard, and bottles and cans
can go into this container. The
recycling containers go to the
Waste Management facility in
Woodinville, where the contents
are sorted mechanically and com-
pacted for recycling use.

Waste Management
Refuse/Garbage. This includes
everything that is not accepted for
composting or recycling.

our gardens and lawns.

Please help to keep our world

Waste Management Recy-
cling. Again, this is identical to

green and do your part in recy-

towels, food scraps and soiled 4 ) cling!
cardboard containers These con- the recycling container at home.

Save the Date
Emmaus Christmas Ultreya December 5 7:00 p.m.
Advent Festival December 6 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services December 24 7:30 & 11:00 p.m.
Ad Council Retreat January 9 9:00 a.m.
Community Blood Drive January 12 1:00 p.m.
Women’s Group Soup and Movies January 29 7:00 p.m.
Amazing Grace Seminar February 7 11:00 a.m.
Family Fun Day February 7 Noon
Ash Wednesday Pancake Supper February 17 6:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Worship Service February 17 7:00 p.m.
Women’s Group Speaker and Breakfast February 20 10:00 a.m.
Community Blood Drive March 9 1:00 p.m.
Last Supper Tableau April 1 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday Tenebrae Service April 2 7:30 p.m.
Easter Worship Services April 4 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Amazing Grace Seminar April 11 11:00 a.m.
Family Fun Day May 2 Noon
Community Blood Drive (Woodinville UUC) May 4 1:00 p.m.

Tuesdays 6:00 a.m.
Shari's Restaurant in Kirklang

All are welcome!

www.bcumc.org

Click on “Calendar” to get
up -to -date information and
plan your group’s events!
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY

What are your thoughts about Children and Family
Ministries at BCUMC?

resje Seeley, Director of X Where you feel BCUMC’s CFM If you are not able to see
Children and Family Minis- Tresje during those times, please

] ) might be able to make improve- ]
tries, would like to hear from you! call her at 425.788.7077, e -mail

ments.

She will be available in person at tresie@comcast.net , leave her
on the second Sunday of every X Suggestions and feedback a note in her mailbox (Children) in
month to talk to you. Please find about events involving our chil- the workroom, or catch her when
her in the library at 9:00 a.m. dren and our families. you can (perhaps over dinner at

: : Midweek at Bear Creek).
bgfore the worship sgrwce and X Your ideas about how we may )
directly after the service. be able to serve your child or fam-

She would like to hear: ily better.

X What you think BCUMC's Chil- X Anything else you'd like to talk
dren and Family Ministries is doing about regarding CFM.

well.

“A Christmas Cabaret”

\‘d&‘%\ﬁ ht  second Story Repertory Mainstage
Oqu{ Redmond Town Center
16587 NE 74th Street
(425) 881-6777

BEAR CREEK WOMEN’S GROUP EVENT

A Holiday Musical and Des:

Sunday, December 20 2 o’clock p.m. Tickets $25.00

Justin Garrett and baby Elliana

“AFTER THE- SHOW” DESSERT
Ellen McKee’'s Home ; .
6401- 122nd Avenue NE, Kirkland It's a GII’“

All women are invited—bring a friend! Elliana Catherine Garrett

Questions? Ellen McKee 206.755.5055 or Connie Gagnon 425 402.4797 | &rived on Friday, November
6, at 7:57 a.m. She weighed

inat 7 Ibs. and 10 oz., 19
1/2 inches long. She has
light hair, very pretty, of

2009 FINANCE REPORT course! Julia is doing well

and Justin is quite proud. We

Amount budgeted for 2009 $329,368 are very happy grandparents
2009 Offerings to date $264,744 88.9% and aunties.
2009 ahead/(behind) ($32.954) -11.1%

Randy, Sonya, Carrie,
Projected Y/E Overage (Shortfall) ($32,954) and Audrey Garrett
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YOUTH

What's new with you

Youth Group is for EVERY-
ONE from 7 ™ grade
through 12 ™ grade! We have fun,
play games, have discussions, and
worship! Come join us, and bring
a friend!

thr)

Upcoming Youth Calendar:

Sunday, December 6

Advent Festival 5:00 -8:00 p.m. —
Food, fun, and caroling by dona-
tion!

Sunday, December 13

Holiday Party! We will go ice skat-
ing in the afternoon, followed by
dinner and a white elephant gift
exchange! Watch for exact times.

Sunday, December 20 and 27
Enjoy your Christmas break and
spend time with your families!
Sunday, January 3

Welcome -t0-2010 Party!!

Looking ahead:

February 6 -7

Junior High Retreat at Camp
Indianola. “Be Transformers, Not
Conformers” (Romans 12:2)

March 19 -21

SUMYT Retreat —for everyone in
junior high and high school! At
Camp Indianola.

May 29 -31

CONVO—for High Schoolers at
University of Puget Sound

COMPARE COLD, SEASONAL FLU AND HIN1 SYMPTOMS

SYMPTOM COLD SEASONAL FLU HIN1

Fever Rare Common Usually present

Cough Hacking, productive Dry, hacking Non - productive (dry)

(mucus -producing)

Aches, Pains Slight Moderate Severe aches

Stuffy Nose Common Common Uncommon

Chills Uncommon Mild to moderate Very common

Tiredness Mild Moderate, common Moderate to severe

Sneezing Common Common Uncommon

Sudden Develop over a Develop over a few Rapid onset within 3 -6

Symptoms few days days, including flushed hours; includes high
face, loss of appetite, fever, aches, pains,
dizziness, vomiting/nausea, diarrhea, lasting 4 -7
diarrhea, lasting 4 -7 days days

Headace Uncommon Common Very common

Sore Throat Common Common Uncommon

Chest Mild to moderate Moderate (could be severe) Severe

Discomfort

PREVENTION TIPS:

Cough and sneeze into your elbow. Wash hands with soap and warm water for a minimum of 15 -20

seconds. Sing your ABC's or “Happy Birthday to You.” Use hand sanitizer when soap and water are not
available. Avoid touching eyes, nose or mouth without washing or using hand sanitizer first.
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Alternate Giving has three

G ive an Alternative Christ-
mas Gift this year! Come
visit the alternative gift table at

the Advent Festival on December
6 and December 13.

Once again, we will have alter-
native Christmas gifts for you to
give this season. This special form
of giving has become a much -
loved tradition in our church that
began with the efforts of Mary K
Orendorff and our Missions Com-
mittee several years ago.

Alternative giving is donating
money to a worthy organization in
honor of a family member or
friend. You can give a card to that
person, explaining that a donation
was given in their name. This is a
different sort of gift. You're not
giving an item, you're giving a
donation. We all have so much
“stuff” and many of us are trying
to simplify, making this the per-
fect gift!

It's athree -way blessing. It
blesses the person in whose name
the gift is given; it blesses the
organization who receives the
donation; and it blesses the giver.

This year the Missions Com-
mittee has highlighted the follow-
ing organizations:

Free Teen Clinic

This free medical clinic for
homeless youth is run by volun-
teer staff and physicians through

the University of Washington. It is
solely dependent on donations for
all the medical needs of the youth,
including prescriptions, lab tests
and medical supplies.

Habitat for Humanity East King
County (EKC)

This organization works in
partnership with low
lies in our area and throughout
the world for affordable housing.
For some working families this is
the only way they will be able to
own their own home. Their mis-
sion is “to empower families, build
community and create hope
through an aggressive home
building ministry.” Your donation
will help purchase land and
needed supplies for future home
building projects.

Eastside Baby Corner

This service organization col-
lects and purchases needed items
for children from birth to preteen
age. Located in Issaquah, they
supply basic items to over 160
shelters, food banks, public health
nurses, social workers, and other
social service organizations.

Acres of Diamonds

This is a transitional Christian
home established to serve single,
homeless women and their chil-
dren by providing them with struc-
ture and nurture as they work to
become productive members of

-income fami-

- fold benefits

their community. Located in Du-
vall, Acres of Diamonds seeks to
positively impact the quality of life
for these women through educa-
tion and training, with the goal of
equipping them for independent
living. Your donation will help with
the basic needs of these women
and their families, including food,
transportation, and education/
training.

United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR)

Accessibility to Clean Water
#3021026

Your donation would go
specifically to aid the people of
Ghana, South Africa. The absence
of potable water and adequate
sanitation facilities is increasing
the death rate associated with
common diseases such as Malaria,
Severe Diarrhea and Upper Respi-
ratory Track infection. Hand dug
wells, toilets, education for in-
creased awareness on personal
hygiene and environmental
cleanliness, and training for main-
tenance of facilites would improve
health and reduce morbidity rates.

Please think about giving an
alternative Christmas gift to the
special people you have on your
list this year: family, neighbors,
teachers, co -workers, etc. What a
wonderful way to honor and cele-
brate the birth of Jesus!

Please keep the following people and their families in your prayers:

Sara Lambert,
Debbie Brown,
Robert Stewart,
Anna Muller,
Marge Kuykendall,

Garland Bellamy,

whose brother and sister

who is having breast cancer surgery.
who suffered a back injury.
whose sister suffered a bad fall.

who had an emergency appendectomy.

who is recovering from surgery to relieve sleep apnea

-in-law suffer from health problems.







